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GATHERING 
 

Gathering on Native Lands   
 

Prelude "An Angel Came Down" 
 

Paul O'Neill and 
Robert Hinkel 

 

Welcome and Call to  Worship   

 A voice calls out in the wilderness.  
It sings of a home for all. 
It speaks of justice and peace. 

We could choose to ignore it. 
We could drown out that song. 
We could choose not to listen. 

Instead, we come into this space.  
We let the world grow quiet. 
We listen. 

A voice calls out in the wilderness. Do you hear it? 
We hear it. In listening, we worship.  

Let us draw near to God.  
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy   
(light purple “hope” and “peace” candles)  
A: Joy is seeing people you love after months apart. 
B: Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!” 
A: Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child. 
B: Joy is making it home when the journey is long. 
A: Joy is your dog, your cat sliding or slunking to meet you at 
the door. 
B: Joy is the energy of a new season. 
A: Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost. 
B: So today we light the candle of joy, (light pink “joy” candle) 
because the welcome God has for us is nothing short of joyful. 
A: Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you. B: Family of 
faith, we are close to home. Amen.  

 



1.  “Comfort, comfort now my people tell of peace!” So says 
our God.  “Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning 
under sorrow’s load.  To my people now proclaim that my 
pardon waits for them!  Tell them that their sins I cover, and 
their warfare now is over.” 

2. For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here.  
O, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away. Let 
the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in 
greeting. 

3. Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher 
places plain.  Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits 
God’s holy reign.  For the glory of the Lord now on earth is 
shed abroad, and all flesh shall see the token that God’s 
word is never broken. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LISTENING 
 

Scripture Luke 3: 1-18 (The Message) 
 

Prompting  

 Rev. Carl Hilton VanOsdall 

 

RESPONDING 
 

 Hymn 96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord 

is night; awake and hearten, for he brings glad tidings of the 
King of kings! 

2. Then cleansed by every life from sin; make straight the way 
for God within, and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to 
come and enter there. 

3. We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great 
reward; without your grace we waste away like flowers that 
wither and decay. 

4. Stretch forth your hand; our health restore, and make us rise 
to fall no more.  O let your face upon us shine and fill the 
world with love divine. 
 

Prayers of the People   Finishing with Lord’s Prayer 
(page 35 of purple hymnal)  

 

Reflection Music The World That 
He Sees 

Paul O'Neill and 
John Oliva 

 

Announcements     

 
 

 Opening Hymn  87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

Prayer of Confession            
 Expansive God, we know that the church is your house, and 
your house has room for everyone. 
Yet, too often, instead of setting the table for our neighbors, 
we block the door. Instead of welcoming all, we judge others 
by our own standards. Instead of sharing our second coat, we 
hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of letting go 
with love. Remind us that your home is a home for all, that 
truth requires hard work, that truth requires uncomfortable 
justice. Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave enough 
to live it. With hope we pray, amen.  

Words of Forgiveness            
Family of faith…So rest in this good news:  
We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved. The 
door is always open for us. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 Congregational Response                                                    (110) 
Love will come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting 
and free.  Love is Jesus within and among us.  Love is the 
peace our hearts are seeking.  Love! Love! Love is the gift of 
Advent. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 



 Closing Hymn A Home for All (Sanctified Art Resources) 
1. Light the candles, deck the halls we are making room for all. 

Practice hospitality, give in Christian charity, but create 
lasting change.  A transactional exchange won’t make 
straight our crooked ways or lift valleys into plains.  
Prophets of the ages call: “We must build a home for all!” 

2. Stack the gifts beneath the tree hang the lights where all 
can see. Send cards full of Christmas cheer, to the family far 
and near. But the greatest gift we share is a world that’s just 
and fair.  Though it feels so far away we work for God’s 
promised day. Prophets of the ages call: “We must build a 
home for all!” 

3. Set the table for a feast Crystal, china, silver gleam.  Once 
the banquet has been blessed, gather ‘round in Christmas 
best. But Christ’s table has been set with the simplest meal 
of bread.  Offering abundant grace here all people have a 
place. Prophets of the ages call: “We must build a home for 
all!” 
 

 Closing Words  
 

Postlude And the Glory of the Lord G.F. Handel 
 

 Please rise in body or spirit as you are able! 
Liturgy and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org. 
 

Christopher Fuhrmeister is our worship leader today.  
Dan Krymkowski is making music with us today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers - Each week we pray for a different person or family in our 
church. This week we invite you to keep Pam and Roland Cyr and 
family in your prayers.  Gracious Lord, we give thanks for them and 
their presence in this congregation.  Hold them in the palm of your 
hand and let them feel your love.  Give them the wisdom and 
strength to do your will and the faith and courage to face whatever 
challenges may arise.  As part of being the connectional 
Presbyterian church or other ministry within the Presbytery of 
Northern New England in our thoughts and prayers.  This week, our 
prayers are for all Social Workers/Counselors/Pastoral Counselors. 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE #734910-A. 
 

Our Church Session (Board) & Deacons 
 

Chris Fuhrmeister, Clerk – Personnel and Worship 
Janet Fuhrmeister – Fellowship 

Dottye Ricks – Outreach 
Lee Aura Bonamico - Outreach 

Cathy Jamieson – Finance and Faith Development  
Peg Lawson – Worship & Fellowship 

Jim Nichols-Fleming – Outreach and Personnel 
Dan Krymkowski - Worship 

Board of Deacons - Sylvia Mitton, Chairperson 
 

OUR CHURCH 
 

Rev. Carl Hilton VanOsdall – Pastor 
Treasurer – Kathy Adams 

Organist - Dan Krymkowski 
Pianist - Allison Cerutti 

Administrative Assistant – Cindy Hooker 
Choir Director – Peg Lawson 
Custodian – Jennifer Milne 

Elder of the Month – Janet Fuhrmeister 
Deacons of the Month – Sylvia Mitton 

 



December Birthdays 
  
  2nd Jan Fortier 
  3rd Brian Emmons 
  7th Amanda Guazzoni 
  8th Carolyn Tucker-Stook 
  9th Ellen Light 
  9th Holly Peake 
10th Butch Johnson 
10th Dreana Jerome 
12th Eleanor Fraser 
13th Joy McNeil 
15th Lee Aura Bonamico 
15th Susan McNeil 
16th Makayla Chouinard 
17th Jacob Leighty 
17th Benjamin Light 
19th Jerome Bolkum 
20th Christian Blondin 
21st Levi Hilton-VanOsdall 
26th Roger Lissor 
27th Nick Adams 
27th Carl Hilton-VanOsdall 
27th Doris Portalupi 
 
December Anniversaries 
12th David & Paulette O'Bryan 
13th Claire & Roger Lissor 
14th Cathy Jamieson & Greg Hitchcock 
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