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GATHERING 
 

Gathering on Native Lands   

 

Prelude   

 

Welcome and Call to  Worship   

Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?  
We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, 
for the end of suffering.  

Yes, we are homesick—  
for joy that is contagious, 
for nations that feel like neighbors, and for hospitals that 
run empty.  

We are homesick for the world God promises.  
We are homesick, but we are on our way.  

God is here. God is still creating.  
Let us worship Holy God.  

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy   
A: We hope for a world where all are fed. 
B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls. 
A: We hope for a world with wide open doors. 
B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter. 
A: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run 
clean. 
B: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their 
bodies, in the church, in their physical homes. 
A: We hope for that world. 
B: We long for that world. 
A: We yearn for that world. 
B: So today we light the candle of hope, (pause for lighting of 
first candle) because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.  
A: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 
B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.  

 



 

 Opening Hymn  82 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people 

free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in 
thee.  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth 
thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing 
heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, born 
to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  By 
thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine 
all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Congregational Response                                                    (110) 
Love will come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting 
and free.  Love is Jesus within and among us.  Love is the 
peace our hearts are seeking.  Love! Love! Love is the gift of 
Advent. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

LISTENING 
 

Contemporary Reading  
 

Scripture Thessalonians 
 

Prompting  

 Rev. Carl Hilton VanOsdall 
 

RESPONDING 
 

 Hymn 92  While We Are Waiting, Come 
1. While we are waiting come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
2. With power and glory, come; with power and glory, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
3. Come, Savior, quickly come; come, Savior, quickly come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

Prayers of the People   Finishing with Lord’s Prayer 
(page 35 of purple hymnal)  

 

Reflection Music   
 

Announcements     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon            
Gracious God, 
We find ourselves with two options every day— 
to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow 
cynicism to win.  
Do we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel?  
Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s 
impossible? 
Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. 
Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it 
to fuel a better world. Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

Words of Forgiveness            
Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when 
we give up on hope, God does not give up on us. We are loved. 
We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear 
and trust this good news:  
There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate 
us from that love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are 
welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.  



 Closing Hymn 105 People, Look East 
1. People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the 

year.  Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth 
and set the table. People look east: Love, the Guest, is on 
the way. 

2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is 
planted there.  Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish.  People, look east: 
Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

3. Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest 
that must be filled.  Even the hour when wings are frozen 
God for fledging time has chosen. People, look east: Love, 
the Bird, is on the way. 

4. Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim one more light the 
bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright 
as sun and moon together. People, look east: Love, the Star, 
is on the way. 

5. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings 
new life to earth. Set every peak and valley humming with 
the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east: Love, the 
Lord, is on the way. 

 
 Closing Words  

 

Postlude   
 

 Please rise in body or spirit as you are able! 

Liturgy and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org. 

Sylvia Mitton is our worship leader today.  
Alison Cerutti is making music with us today. 
 
 
 
 

Prayers - Each week we pray for a different person or family in our 
church. This week we invite you to keep Alyce Collins and family in 
your prayers.  Gracious Lord, we give thanks for them and their 
presence in this congregation.  Hold them in the palm of your hand 
and let them feel your love.  Give them the wisdom and strength to 
do your will and the faith and courage to face whatever challenges 
may arise.  As part of being the connectional Presbyterian church or 
other ministry within the  
Presbytery of Northern New England in our thoughts and 
prayers.  This week, our prayers are with the PNNE Assembly – 
December 4th as well as our Treasurer. 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 
from ONE LICENSE #734910-A. 

 

Our Church Session (Board) & Deacons 
Chris Fuhrmeister, Clerk – Personnel and Worship 

Janet Fuhrmeister – Fellowship 
Dottye Ricks – Outreach 

Lee Aura Bonamico - Outreach 
Cathy Jamieson – Finance and Faith Development  

Peg Lawson – Worship & Fellowship 
Jim Nichols-Fleming – Outreach and Personnel 

Dan Krymkowski - Worship 
Board of Deacons - Sylvia Mitton, Chairperson 

 
OUR CHURCH 

Rev. Carl Hilton VanOsdall – Pastor 
Treasurer – Kathy Adams 

Organist - Dan Krymkowski & Pianist - Allison Cerutti 
Administrative Assistant – Cindy Hooker 

Choir Director – Peg Lawson 
Custodian – Jennifer Milne 

Elder of the Month – David O’Bryan 
Deacons of the Month – Barb Bernatchy & Linda Loomis 
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